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Sr. ANNE?®s VESTRT-Roou. 
„ „. 
2 Meeting of the Cnunch-Wakxbxs, and Pa- 


RISHIONERS, it was reſolved, that the Rev. JOHN 


CAULFEILD be requeſted to publiſh his Sermon, 
which he preached in this Church, on Sunday the 


3d Inſtant. ö 


Tuouas Granan, Veſtry-Clerk. 


S E R M O -N 
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Preached in ST. ANNE's Church, DoBLIN, 


On SUNDAY, Janvary the 3d, 1773, 
Being the SUNDAY preceding the Erir Rax r. 


* 


Publiſhed at the Rx au Es r of the 
C HUR CH- WAR DE NS 
( AND THE h 
PARISHIONERS or Sr. ANNE. 
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Br Taz Rev. JOHN CAULFEILD, M. A. 


Curate of St. ANN2's, and Chaplain to his Excellency the Earl of HARCOURT, 
Lord Lieutenant of IRELAND, and to his Grace the Duke of GORDON. 
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CHURCH WAR DE NS 


AND THE 
PARISHIONERS or Sr. ANNE, 
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S E R MW ⅛¾⅛ MK 


PUBLISHED AT THEIR REQUEST, 


IS INSCRIBED, BY THEIR 
MOST FAITHFUL FRIEND, 


AND WELL-WISHER, 


: 
F A ĩ˙—¹uval Pune. oY On oe es Arn Iu 


J. CAULFEILD. 
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EPHESIANS vi. 16. 


Above all, taking the Shield of Faith, wherewith ye ſhall be able 
to quench all the fiery Darts of the Wicked. 


HAT the Apoſtle here adviſes the Epheſians, thoſe 
primitive Converts among the Gentiles, he- recom- 
 mends to all Chriſtians in general. Grand as the Pri- 
viledges were, which the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel communi- 
cated to the Gentiles—tho' it entitled them to join with the 
Sons of Abraham—and through Faith by Adoption to addreſs. 
the moſt High by the endearing Compellation of Abba, Father !. 
—yet it never was deſign'd to ſuperſede their Endeavours as 

1 free 


[+] 


tree, accountable, mofal Agents. 'The great Apoſtle of the 
Gentiles, therefore, tells his Proſelytes, that while they ſo- 
journ in this World, they are in a State of Warfare, and that 
they muſt, accordingly, prepare themſelves for perpetual En- 
counters. Conſcious how it muſt increaſe their Danger to con- 
ceal, or diſparage the Power, Capacity, and Abilities of their 
Enemy, he repreſents them to their View, in the moſt genuine 
and formidable Light. We wreſtle not,” ſays he, againſt 
** Fleſh and Blood, but againſt Principalities, againſt Powers, 
* againſt the Rulers of the Darkneſs of this World, againſt 
„ ſpiritual Wickedneſs in high Places.” This is a potent and 
tremendous Army; and it is now in Array, at this very Inſtant, 
againſt you, my Friends and Fellow Chriſtians, as terribly in- 
ſtructed, as formerly againſt the Epheſians, and firſt Diſciples of 
- our Lord. Nor is it deficient in a General; for at the Head of 
it, is the grand Enemy of human Nature, -with his Magazine of 
9 and Wiles - the Prince of this World— the Devil. 
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' Lados you on to Battle, and to Victory, what Words, pre- 
ferable to thoſe of the Apoöſtle, can we uſe to animate and rouſe 
vour Courage to daring and noble actions. For my Part, I 
know of none; therefore in his own I thus addreſs you. * Be 
* ſtrong, my Brethren, in the Lord, and in the Power of his 
Might. Put on the whole Armour of God, that ye may 
* be able to ſtand in the evil Day, and having done all, to __ | 
Stand, therefore, having your Loins girt about with. Trut 

and having on the Breaſt- plate of Righteouſneſs, and your 

« Feet. ſhod with the Preparation of the Goſpel of Peace. 
3 „ Aon 
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* Above all, taking the Shield of Faith, wherewith ye ſhall be 
able toquench all the fiery Darts of the Wicked, And take 
the Helmet of Salvation, and the Sword of the Spirit, which 
« is the Word of God. Praying always, with all Prayer and 
* Supplication in the Spirit, and watching thereunto with all 
* Perſeverance and Supplication for all Saints,”—that is, for 
all your Brethren in Chriſt, diſperſed throughout the World, 
who are your Allies in this grand Conflict, and face the ſame 
Enemy themſelves—* and for us,” whoſe Duty it is to rouſe, 
reprove, animate, and encourage you, © that Utterance may 


* be given unto us, that we may open our Mouths boldly,” 


as Occaſion may require, to make known the Myſtery of the 
*< Goſpel,” which is now preached every where to the Gentile 
World, © for which we are Ambaſſadors, that therein,” with 
free and independent Spirits, looſe ' to this World, and the 
Follies of it, we, for ever may ſpeak boldly as we ought to 
* ſpeak,” not ſeeking our own Reward and empty Glory, but 
the en of your immortal Souls. 


Nothing is more certain than that the ſame Spirit and Alacri- 


ty continue to influence the Councils and Manceuvres of our 
buſy Enemies. Their Vigilance never has abated, - their Diſ- 
cipline has never been relaxed. With Vigour, and Steadineſs, 
theſe Veterans are ever ready to aſſault us. Through all the 
ſucceſſive Generations of Men, from the Time of the Apoſtles 
to the preſent——enlightened as they have been by the Goſpel 
what Havock and Devaſtation have they made among the 
Sons of Adam! How many beautiful Structures, raiſed in the 
-Similitude of God, have they undermined, debaſed, and levelled ! 

C How 
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. 
How ſhocking is it to a feeling Heart, when it reflects upon the 
Ravages they have made among Mankind, and the Ravages - 
they continually are making! What ought we to feel for one 
another, when the Son of God ſhed Tears over a City, con- 
ſpiring againſt itſelf, for its Deſtruction! What a ſhameful Neg- 
tigence of all Things heavenly ſeems in general to infatuate 
the World;——and how regardleſs are we of the preſent 
Means of Grace, though from the Uſe we make of them we 
alone can entertain any ſolid and rational Hopes of future 
Glory? So far are we from flying from our Adverſaries, when 
we are in a defenceleſs State, eneryated by the Luxuries of 
Life, and incapable of 6 that on the contrary we 
march up to cloſeſt Quarter, —ranked in our reſpective Files, 
Stateſmen, Courtiers, Senſualiſts ;——expoſe our naked Boſoms 
to their fiery Darts,. and receive into our very Hearts their 
deadlieſt Weapons, the Pomps, Vanities, and Pleaſures, of this 
Life. Thus do we fall an eaſy Prey to our malicious Enemy, 
notwithſtanding this Manifeſtation of Light which we annually 
commemorate and ſuffer the amazing Love of our Redeemer 
to be extended to us in vain——bending our Necks, like baſe 
Slaves, and perjured Cowards, to a Yoke we had by our bap: 
tiſmal 9 ſo awfully, and ſolemnly abjured. 
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Thus has it been, ever, in the World; earthly Crowns, 
earthly Coronets, earthly Honours, Pleafures, and Amuſements, 
bave been ſought for, and purſued with Avidity and Eagerneſs, 
and heavenly Rewards rejected with Contempt. Vet theſe 
Honours and Advantages, ——whatſoever they may be which 
this World can offer, and however long, proſperous, and unin- 

terrupted 
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terrupted our Enjoyment of them—— muſt at laſt be yielded 
up, and are as periſhing as ourſelves. They are mean, and 
tranſitory in their Nature; and in their longeſt Duration 
can afford us no one ſolid Satisfaction. Can the Empire of the 
World, and the Riches of it, ſecure us from the excruciating 
Torments we are liable to from the ſimpleſt Cauſes ? The Head, 
the Heart, and every Limb about us, are ſubject to their different 
Diſorders. Aches, Stone, Gravel, Cholic, Gout, Rheumatiſm, 

Aſthma, and Catarrh. The King and Beggar are here upon a 
Level, for it is Man. who ſuffers. Can Wealth and Power in- 
ſure us the beloved Society of our Friends and Children? Can 
they allay the Heat of the Fever, when it boils and rages in our. 

Veins? When diſpirited, and rendered impotent by a Paralitic 
Stroke, what is the Comfort which they adminiſter? Under the 

various Preſſures in Life, where our Feelings are a Butt for: 
Calamity to ſhoot at,—what is the Advantage we receive from 
them? Will they procure us Sleep, where Opiates have failed, 

and refreſh our wearied Eye-lids upon the Bed of Sickneſs ?- 
Are they a Remedy againſt the unnatural Behaviour of Parents 
—the Infidelity of thoſe on whom we have fixed our warmeſt 
Affections - the Diſobedience of Children—the Ingratitude and 

Treachery of Friends the Violence and Artifice of Enemies? 
Will they baffle the Attacks of Age—baniſh it's Effects bid it's 
Infirmities fly and reſtore the Vigour of our Nerves Can 
they ſay to Death—avaunt! —and to the Worm—begone!— 
Secure our Strength from the Grave, and our Beauty from Cor- 

ruption ? Were theſe Prerogatives annexed to them, it would be 
ſomething. The Pleafures accruing from their Poſſeffion would 

make us peruſe with leſs Horror the Murders which have been 


committed 


1 


Zommitted throughout the Globe on Purpoſe to attain them. 
"The ſlaughtered Natives of Peru and Mexico would point to a 
Sea of Blood, and the Sluices in their Veins, without raiſing all 
_ thoſe tender and ſympathetic Emotions in our Souls, they do at 
preſent! The unfortunate African—unhappily endowed with all 
our Senſations, and differing from us only in Complexion— 
| would waſte his Life in Bondage, under the Agony of the Whip, 
and Servility of his Chains—torn from the Embraces of his Wife 
Land the Careſſes of his Children—the Bleſſings of his Coun- 
try—-and Enjoyment of his Liberty ;——or perhaps, groan un- 
der the accumulated Diſtreſs, and aggravated Horror, of ſeeing 
the Objects of his Affection, augment his Miſery, by partak- 
ing of it, without extracting any longer the unavailing Tear 
of our Philanthropy ! Pity and Compaſſion would be but weak 
Antagoniſts againſt Health and Immortality ;—and we would 
no longer lament thoſe inteſtine Broils and Tumults, which 
have ravaged, and depopulated, our own Country ; when . we 
Tead the Civil Wars our Hiſtory is full of, which drenched our 
Fields with our beſt Blood, and cut off our prime Nobility. 
Under theſe Circumſtances, Riches and Honours would un- 
doubtedly, be a Goal worth ſtruggling to arrive at—if a gene- 
Tous Mind could ſurmount thoſe horrid Conſequences reſulting 
from ſuch Ambitioa—and which it muſt find perpetual Obſtacles 
in the Way.—But the Caſe is different. The Grave yawns for 
human Nature, and all Mankind muſt fall into it. Whereas 
the Rewards promiſed in another Life, for a faithful Diſcharge 
of our Duty here, tranſcend our moſt ſanguine Ideas, and 
.Conceptions :—will be immortal as ourſelves ; and boundleſs as 
Eternity. The Road which leads to them, is .clogged 'with 
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Conſcience. All that lies in our Way, it is our Duty to over- 


come. God's Spirit will help us to ſurmount them ;—and the 
Pleaſure of Victory, will amply overpay the Toil. In this Con- 


flict, whatever may aſſail us,. Poverty, Affliction, or Diſ- 
eaſe, the ſevereſt ſtroke of Fortune the Cruelty of Parents 
the Infidelity of thoſe who have plighted us their Troth—the 
Diſobedience of Children the Ingratitude of Friends - the open 
or ſecret Aſſaults of Enemies—we have a Fund within our 
Breaſts from which we can derive true Happineſs and ſolace our 
Souls. Help, Lord, for vain is the Help of Man, is an Ejacu- 
lation which will never be ſigh'd in vain! For he will ſtretch 
out his almighty Arm to ſtrengthen and ſuſtain us,—and will 
pour Oil and Balm into the Wounds of a broken, contrite and 
afflicted Heart. Having our Houſe built upon a Rock,—the 
infallible Word of God—let the Rain deſcend—the Floods come 
—the Winds blow—and beat upon that Houſe,—it's Foundati- 
on ſhall remain immoveable ; and baffle all Attempts to ſhake, 
weaken and demoliſh it. Senſible of the Truth of this, what is 


the Reaſon, then, we do not act accordingly, and underſtand . 


the Things that belong unto our Peace ? It ſprings from our 
Deficiency in Faith. For, if we could once bring our Minds 
to fix with true Faith upon theſe glorious Objects. — it would 
be abſolutely impoſſible to deviate from the right Way, led and 


ſupported as we ſhould be, by the Wiſdom, and Spirit of God. 


To remedy theſe Diſorders in the World, is neither our Pro- 
vince, or in our Power, Confuſed as Matters may appear, yet 
the Univerſe is under the Guidance, and Government, of a 

0 D gracious, 


none of thoſe Obſtacles which diſguſt Humanity; or alarm our 
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gracious, wiſe and omnipotent Ruler. In his own appointed 


Time, he will bring to Light the hidden Things of Darkneſs, 


and manifeſt the Councils of the Heart. Let us, therefore, reſ- 
train our idle Curioſity; nor ſuffer our Underſtanding to diſſi- 


pate it's Force in uſeleſs Speculations. All Societies of Chriſti- 


ans have their reſpective Places of Worſhip, wherein they aſ- 


ſemble to ſerve God, and liſten to pious Exhortation. How 


they demean themſelves is their own Affair. Beyond our Pray- 
ers and good Wiſhes our Interference would be officious. To 
their own Maſter they muſt ſtand, or fall; whether like Ahab 
they love to have ſmooth Falſhood preached to them by a Zede- 
kiah, a deceitful Hypocrite and deſigning Sycophant ;——or 
bow before the Voice of Truth, like David, from the Mouth of 
an honeſt, upright, well-meaning Nathan. 


Leaving, therefore, the reſt of the World to themſelves, it is 
your Buſineſs to mind your own Intereſt. That Intereſt is eter- 
nal. To blind your Eyes, and ſtop your Ears, is one of the 
grand Efforts of your Enemy ; leſt ſeeing you ſhould perceive, 
and hearing you ſhould underſtand this your important Concern 


and accordingly be converted, and your Souls ſhould live. 


But ſtand firm, and ſhew yourſelves Men. For however ftrong 
and powerful this Army of Enemies, and wily their Leader; 
with Faith in that Jefus Chriſt who has been fo graciouſly re- 
vealed to you. barely adequate to a Grain of Muſtard-Seed, 
you ſhall yanquiſh and overcome them all. Oppoſe this invia- 
cible Shield to their fiery Darts, and how ſharp foever they may 
be, you ſhall be inyulnerable. To put you in the caſieſt Me- 
thod of engaging with Succeſs and coming off victorious—1 
GO ſtrongly 


( 21s ] 

ſtrongly recommend the following Advice. It came from the 
Mouth of him who never can miſlead you ;—who is now your 
Advocate and Interceſſor at the right Hand of God. Take ye no 
Thought for the Morrow; for the Morrow ſhall take Thought 
for the Things of itſelf ,—ſufficient unto the Day is the Evil 
thereof.“ This is excellent Advice, and was conveyed to us 
in the beſt Sermon that was ever preached. It is well calculated 
to enable us to tranſact our needful Buſineſs with Preciſion and 
Diſpatch , teaching us how to retrench our Anxiety about the 
Future; how to collect it in one grand Point, and direct it with 
irreſiſtable Force and Energy againſt the preſent Hour. For 
why ſhould we buſy, and diſtract ourſelves about what may ne- 
ver come; as this very Night our Souls may be demanded of 
us :—when our guarding againſt the preſent, will anfwer every 
neceſſary Purpoſe; and inſure us a glorious Immortality? To- 
morrow, 1s altogether the Property, and Seaſon of the Fool ;— 
To-day, is the Harveſt of the Wiſe. 


Have, then, a lively Faith in Chriſt Jeſus; and turn your 
Eyes to the Promiſes he has made you in the Goſpel. Fix your 
Attention upon theſe momentous Matters, and be ambitious of 
true Glory. When once you begin to underſtand the Value of 
theſe tranſcendent Objects, you will lift up your Minds to 
Heaven, and ſet your Affections on Things above; ,—deſpiſing 
the paltry Baubles which glitter here in the Eyes of Fools, and 
dazzle, and confound them. When once Faith begins to ope- 
rate upon your Hearts, you will perceive Things in their real 
and genuine Light ; ,———comprehend the Value of what is cce- 
leſtial ; and with becoming Indignation, caſt away theſe e 1 

Trifles, 


1 
Trifles, which preſume to rival them in your Eſtimation. It is 
this Want of Faith which has been the Ruin of Numbers of our 
miſguided Brethren; it is this Want of Faith, which makes Man- 
kind overlook the ineſtimable Pearl within their Reach—and 
purſue with indefatigable Induſtry, the Phantaſy - of diſordered 
Imagination. Each Individual has his own peculiar Phantom; 
the darling, home-bred Creature of his Brain; which he fondly 
dreſſes up, as Fancy, Caprice, and Whim may prompt him ;— 
dignifying it with the Name of Happineſs as it glides before him 
In all the phantaſtical Colours he has adorned it with,—and 
vainly tiring himſelf in ſeeking to attain it. For this he riſes 
early, ſits up late, and eats the Bread of Carefulneſs. And yet, 
the Meteor, only engages his Toil and Trouble to fatigue him 
through the dreary Deſert, and ſolitary Waſte. Innumerable, 
at the ſame Time, are the Quick-ſands in the Way, and the 
Dangers he muſt encounter ;—and, if he eſcapes them all, yet 
is his Labour Vanity, and his Life a Dream. Now mark the 
regular Proceedings of ſober Piety, conducted by Faith, and in- 
ſpired by true Wiſdom. I will exemplify them in the Conduct 
of a religious Man, and hold him up he Object of your 
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Well grounded in the Nature of the Goſpel-Covenant, and 
inſtructed by the Scriptures, in which he knows he has eternal 
Life; and like the approved Bereans, has prudently, and mo- 
deftly ſearched himſelf; he is convinced this temporary ſtate 
muſt be left behind him, and that he is deſtined for a ſpiritual 
and everlaſting one. To this he accordingly exalts his Eye 


and directs his Steps ;—what is to laſt for ever, is the Object of 
| his 
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his boundleſs View, and high Ambition; and not what the 


narrow Grave limits the Poſſeſſion of. But, as in his preſent 


Condition, he muſt have frequent, and almoſt perpetual Inter- 


courſe with earthly Things ;— many of them being conducive 
to his Comfort, and neceſſary to his Exiſtence 
Father who is in Heaven knoweth that he hath Need of, 
muſt regulate himſelf correſpondently thereunto: and God being 
his Ruler and Guide, he endeavours to paſs through Things 
temporal, ſo as finally not to loſe the Things eternal. ——And 
ſo many, and ſo powerful, are our Connections in this Life, 
that it is impoſlible to live, barely for ourſelves. We muſt be 
ſolicitous about many others who have tender and affectionate 


Claims upon our Love and Aſſiduity. Even the beſt of Men, 


though like St. Stephen in the Hour of Death they may have 
the Proſpect of Heaven opened before them ;—and like St. Paul 
may long to be delivered from the Burthen of the Fleſh and to 
be in Joy and Felicity ;—yet they cannot diveſt themſelves, en- 
tirely, of thoſe Feelings which are inſeparable from Benevolence 
of Heart, and the Ties of. human Nature. In thoſe ſolemn 
Moments, when leaving our Bodies to the Worms, we are con- 


ſigning our Souls into the Hands of our Redeemer, we cannot 


take our languid and expiring Eye from the beloved Objects we 
Are forced to leave behind. The Wife of our Boſom,——the 
Children of our Love—-the Friend of our Heart, cannot be 
abandoned—without a Pang, more poignant than the Sting of 
Death, and | more dreadful to our Frame! Shall Inſenſibility 
uſurp the Guiſe of Reſignation ? God forbid We muſt 
feel while we exiſt; — it is an amiable Softneſs which meliorates 
e Heart and aggrandizes Man ;—giving him a near Reſem- 
x E | blance 


ſuch as his 
he 
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blance to thoſe kind and ſympathetic Spirits who rejoice over a 
repenting ſinner ;—and endears him to that Being whoſe Attri- 


* 


. 


bute is Love. While he lives, then, the religious Man, how 


intent ſoever he is on Heaven, muſt in his Vocation, likewiſe, 


ſeek for the good Things of this World, with Chearfulneſs and 
Labour. St. Paul, though he could work Miracles, was obliged 


to work, alſo, for his daily Bread. It. is recorded that he was 
2 Tent-Maker; and he glories in the Conſciouſneſs of having 


been burthenſome to no Man, but that his own Hands procured 


his Suſtenance. Thus, then, it is not only compatible with 


Religion, but incumbent on us to ſeek after the Comforts and 
Bleſſings of this Life, Our Families expect it from us, and God 
will proſper our honeſt Endeavours. It is true, the good Man 
cannot obtain theſe, how neceſſary they may be, with the ſame 
Facility they are acquired by thoſe, who deyote their whole 
Time and Labour to attain them. The Children of this World, 
in their ſeveral Generations; are, in this Reſpect, wiſer than 


the Children of Light. However, what he obtains, he obtains 


with God's Bleſſing, and a good Conſcience. It never was the 
Property of the forlorn Widow, or ſnatched from the injured Or- 
phan. He riſes in the Morning, full of Gratitude to God for 
the Bleſſings he enjoys. The Day before him is all the Portion 


of Time he eſteems his own. The Morrow, and the Conſider- 


ation of it, he caſts behind him, to make his Work more eaſy, 
in the View of finiſhing it by Night. And when that Night ar- 
rives; — after the rational Enjoyment of domeſtick Happineſs, 
round a chearful Fire- ſide; and thoſe pleaſing Senſations which 
for ever muſt accompany che Reflection on a well-ſpent Day; he 

retires to his Nea, at Peace with God and Man; with his Lamp 


well 
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well prepared againſt the Bridegroom's Knocking, On the 
Morrow he awakes again, and reſumes his Labour; nöôr is he 
leſs capacitated to enjoy that Morrow when it comes, by not 
having depended on it; —that Morrow, commencing with him 
To-day——-while he regulates himſelf as uſual. - Thus does he 
wait his appointed Time, till his great Change ſhall come; 
happy, and contented within himſelf; a Bleſſing within the 
Sphere of his Activity to all around him, as an Huſband, as a 
Father, as a Friend, as Man: feeling in his own Breaſt, and 
ifoftrating the Truth of that Remark upon Religion; 
„her Ways are Ways of Pleaſantneſs, and all her Paths are, 
Fence.” | 


Such a Perſon as this, whom I have juſt deſcribed; it is in 
the Power of you all to be. Determine from this Inſtant to be- 
come ſuch. Spend this Day, conformable to the Rules of that 
Goſpel you rejoice in the Promulgation of. When you go to- 
Reft, after having thus made your Peace with God,—you will 
find inexpreſſible Satisfaction in the Conſciouſneſs of having done 
your ntmoſt, as unprofitable Servants. In the Morning make 
the Reſolution of Perſeverance. Examine your Feelings after 
# Courſe of this regular Devotion to your true Intereſt; and 
you will find it impeſtible for you to exchange this State of Con- 
tent, and 'Tranquitlity for any earthly Conſideration whatever. 
That you all have Faith, I readily take for granted. That it is 
merely ſuch as the Devils have, 1 ſincerely hope, is none of ou, 
Caſe; for it is a terrible Faith which has no other Operation on 
us than to make us tremble. And yet, one of thoſe Operations, 
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Faith muſt have from Neceſſity. It muſt either influence us to 
ſcek after that Happineſs, we originally were deſigned for, with 
Alacrity, and Zeal, and bring forth in our Hearts the Fruits of 
Repentance, never to be repented of;—or it muſt fill us with a 
Perpetual Dread of the Wrath to come upon the Children of 
Diſobedience, from the Arm of a juſtly offended, and almighty 
God. Let it's bleſſed Operations, therefore influence your Un- 
derſtanding, and culti vate your Minds. Suffer not the Incarna- 
tion of our bleſſed Lord, and that Goſpel of Peace, the Manifeſ- 
tat ion of which we at this Time ſo joyfully and gratefully com- 
-memorate, to become your Condemnation, when, with a Love 
and Condeſcenſion which aſtoniſhed the Angels, it was graci- 
ouſly meant for your Salvation. Set your Affections on Things 
above, and not on Things of the Earth. Deſpiſe all Bribes, all 
Gratuities, all Honours, how great and pompous ſoever they 
may be, which are offered you in Exchange for eternal, and 


| never-fading Glory. If the Kingdoms of the Earth ſhould even 


be offered you, remember they were rejected by your Maſter. 
Have your Treaſure in Heaven, and there will your Heart be al- 
To; and nothing can poſſibly come in Competition with your 
-well-founded and exalted Hopes. | | 


In our worldly Concerns, and domeſtic Affairs, even with the 
moſt affluent Circumſtances, Regularity, and Oeconomy are the 
Vitals of Generoſity and Hoſpitality. In your Tranſactions with 
the World, and one another, you article down your Expences, 
and ſettle your Accounts: and ſo doing, you do well. You 
have now ended the old Year, and commenced a new IS 

our 


© 

Your annual Accounts, it is to be hoped, are balanced ;—but 
how do your heavenly Accounts ſtand ? Revolve in your Minds 
the various Occurrences of the paſt Years of your Lives. Take 
an impartial and ſerious View of what Sins you have committed; 
what good Actions, — charitable Offices—and religious Duties— 
you have omitted; and what worthy and pious Reſolutions, 
the Goodneſs of God has enabled you to perform. Be immedi- 
ately and truly penitent for the one, and thankful for the 
other; and be not, alone, ſhamefully prudent and active as to 
the Thin gs of this World; — and negligent and prodigal as to 
what concerns the other. 


This ſpiritual Regularity and REIN will hiv the ſame 
Effect upon your Lives, that the other has upon your Fortunes. 
You will by them be enabled to lay in a Stock of Chearfulneſs, 
and Good-humour, ſufficient to ſmooth the Furrows of Age— 
diſarm Death of his Sting. and render the Deſcent to the 
Grave, eaſy and delightful. But theſe are Pleaſures which 
chiefly concern yourſelves ;—and white you enjoy them, you 
will diſpenſe others. Your Company will be an Honour 


to all who can attain it; as ſuch it will anxiouſly be ſought af- © 


ter ;—And your Converſation will be pleaſant, agreeable, en- 
tertaining, and improving, and your whole Life edifying. Nor 
will this be attended with any harſh Conſequences to yourſelves; 
as the Chriſtian Religion, which regulates your Conduct, does. 
not circumſcribe you of one rational Enjoyment, or Amuſe- 
ment worthy the Dignity of Man. 


F To 


L 22 } 


TO CONCLUDE. 


When you depart in Peace to your reſpective Habitations, 
dedicate the Remainder of this Day to an Employment worthy of 
it. It is hallowed by God for wiſe Purpoſes ; and rob him not of 
the ſeventh Part of your Time, who has beſtowed upon you fix. 
Let not his Goodnets which hasappointed you to fill ſuch honour- 
able Places in this Life, where Diſtinctions are neceſſary to our 
general Happineſs ; be hercafter objected to you as a fundamen- 
tal Reaſon for your future Miſery. Be an Example to your 
Children, your Dependants, Domeſtics and Inferiours, of Virtue, 
Godlineſs and Righteouſneſs ;—for the Souls of them who periſh 
by the malign Influence of your Conduct, will be demanded of 

| you, Set this World, and the Follies of it—at Defiance; and, 
with juſt Contempt of the Ridicule of Fools and Madmen, puſh 
on along the narrow Path, through the ſtrait: Gate which opens 
to Salvation, Whoſe Turn will it be to * laugh, when the Son 
of Man ſhall ſend forth his Angels, and they ſhall gather out of 
his Kingdom all Things that offend, and them which do Iniqui- 
ty; and ſhall caſt them into a Furnace of Fire where there ſhall 
be wailing and gnaſhing of Teeth? Then fhall the Righteous 
ſhine forth as the Sun, in the Kingdom of their Father. Let 
what [ have thus candidly urged, dwell upon your _ It 
is good Advice; therefore, reflect ſeriouſly upon it. I ſpeak 
proteiſionally, as one of the reſponſible Shepherds of this Flock, 


for 


The ſecond Pſalm, [ath-Verſe—He that ſitteth in the Heavens thall laugh; 
the Lord ſhall have them in Deriſion. 
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for whom I am truly ſolicitous; ſenſible from my Heart, and 
paying you all due Deference, that I ſpeak to thoſe who are 
wiſer than myſelf, and much better capacitated to adviſe me, 
And this affords me Pleaſure; becauſe, by addreſſing wiſe men, 
they are competent and prudent Judges of what I utter, 
Knowing, then, what you ought to be, practice what you 
know ;—and however inferiour the Abilities of the Preacher 
remember that whoever he is, he can only be influenced by the 
moſt affectionate and benevolent Wiſhes for your eternal Wel- 
fare;—and thank him for his Efforts, however weak they may 
be ,—making it your moſt anxious Care to profit by them ; and, 
by joining your Practice to his Theory, to ſave your Souls 


alive. — 


Which that we may all do, God * his :nfinite Mercy grant, 
through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord, to whom with the Holy 
Ghoſt, three Perſons and one God, be aſcribed, as is moſt 
due, all Power, Might, Majeſty and Dominion, now and 

for evermore, Amen, 
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